EECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYER
to start on a trading voyage to the West Indies, not to return to Greenock for three years. He said that if I liked to stow away, he would do all he could for me until I became used to the sea. I thanked him and jurnped at the chance. He promised to let me know the night before the ship sailed, and to smuggle me on board. The next night he came to the theater and told me they were to haul out very early the next morning. I had my bundle of clothes with me, and after the play I went to the ship with rny friend. I had told my brother Bob what I purposed doing, and he had promised to break the news to father and mother. Upon reaching the ship we found a watchman on board, who at first objected to ray going into the hold and concealing myself; but after much persuasion I was permitted to descend.
It was midwinter and bitterly cold ; but I crawled among a lot of casks and other junk, and, almost frozen, I fell asleep. I do not know how long I slept, but when I awoke the ship was moving, and the motion made me so sick I thought I should 27ing his father's wicked 25                                the newspapers would often refer to us as
